


/ University Town College Programme
A first of its kind in Singapore’s higher education landscape, the 
residential colleges are situated in University Town™ (UTown®). 
These residential colleges offer NUS undergraduate students a new 
type of campus experience, where they can live and learn together 
with their peers and professors.

Each College is headed by a Rector and a Master. Supported by a team of Faculty 
Fellows, they define the College’s academic tone and character. Combining the vibrancy 
of campus living with an exciting multidisciplinary programme, the residential colleges 
create a highly interactive environment where discussions in seminar rooms spilling 
over to the dining hall are not uncommon. Additionally, a common set of facilities 
at the residential colleges supports the organisation of informal learning activities, 
complementing the formal curriculum.

Visit utown.nus.edu.sg to learn more.
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/ About Residential College 4
The Residential College 4 (RC4) is headed by Prof Choo Chiau Beng, former Chief 
Executive of Keppel Corp, as its Rector, and Associate Professor Lakshminarayanan 
Samavedham as its Master.

The mission of RC4 is to integrate academic and personal life in a residential setting 
to develop systems thinking using interdisciplinary issues, foster all round student 
development through in- and out-of-class learning experiences and nurture a spirit 
of concern and care in students for all living beings and the environment.
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The RC4 communities are bound 
together by common values 
such as:
/   Openness and inclusion
/   Care and concern for all living  

and non-living things
/   Love for learning
/   Confidence in self and others
/   Willingness to pursue continuous 

improvement as a lifelong goal

Intended Outcomes –  
Students in RC4 will:
/   develop a sense of pride and 

belonging to the College, UTown 
and NUS communities

/   seek to understand before being 
understood and be open to 
multiple perspectives on issues 

/   embrace a culture of cheerful 
can-do spirit free of any dogma 

/   emerge as positive change agents 
for the communities they interact 
with

/   display resilience and 
resourcefulness  
in the face of failures or 
resistance to change ideas
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Systems thinking and system dynamics 
modelling shape the perspectives and 
practices of the systems citizen. They 
draw members of the RC4 community 
together in common inquiries and 
endeavours. Gaining proficiency in 
systems thinking is an important 
first step. According to best-selling 
author, MIT Senior Fellow, Peter Senge, 
systems thinking offers theories and 
new vantage points that deepen 
understanding of how complex 

problems may be produced by 
interdependent phenomena that seem 
distant in time and space. Building on 
that deepened understanding, gaining 
a basic proficiency in system dynamics 
modelling takes the process one step 
further. It provides students with a 
new vantage point for viewing the 
human condition that will last them 
a lifetime, no matter what career or 
calling they may choose to follow. 

/ Academic Programme

The ambitious and vitally important goal of RC4 is teaching 
and learning that will help catalyze a generation of 
systems citizens in Singapore and inspire similar programs 
throughout Asia. Systems citizens view themselves as 
members of a global community. They are equipped with 
tools to understand the complex challenges that our human 
species faces. They have the capacity both to envision a 
more humane, sustainable future for humankind and to 
help create it. Among problem-areas RC4 students may 
choose to study are sustainable development, addiction, 
crime, economic cycles, conflict-development-linkages, 
cities growth and decline, spread of infectious diseases, 
global development and many more.
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UTCP is a multidisciplinary academic 
programme offered in RC4. A distinctive 
five-module curriculum read over four 
semesters, UTCP comprises a Junior 
Seminar and two Senior Seminars, in 
addition to two Ideas and Exposition 
modules which seek to enhance 
students’ communication skills and 
prepare them for today’s workplace. 
Class sizes for these College modules 
are small, allowing for a rigorous, 
interactive and highly personalised 
academic experience. A host of informal 
learning activities, such as talks by 
distinguished visitors, as well as social 
and sporting activities, will complement 
the formal curriculum.

Most undergraduates enrolled in the 
UTCP will be able to concurrently fulfil 
their University Level Requirements 
which are essential for graduation. 
Special arrangements may be made for 
students from ‘non-modular’ Faculties, 
such as Medicine, Law and Dentistry.

RC4’s curriculum focuses on Systems 
Thinking which involves understanding 
about the interconnectedness of 
phenomena/events/things, the “circular” 
& dynamic nature of causes and effects 
and how such understanding can be used 
to bring about positive changes in the way 
we think and act.
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Ideas and  
Exposition 
(I&E)

Junior  
Seminar

Senior 
Seminar

The Junior Seminar, which can be used to fulfil the General Education 
requirement, allows undergraduates and Faculty to explore a 
multidisciplinary topic in small group settings. This provides an 
excellent platform for students to discuss an intellectual topic in-
depth and to present their perspectives. Through this process, 
students will also develop a holistic understanding of real-world 
phenomena and hone their critical and creative thinking skills.

The UTCP includes two modules on Ideas and Exposition namely 
Ideas and Exposition I (I&E I) for first year college residents and Ideas 
and Exposition II (I&E II) for second year college residents.

Each I&E module focuses on a particular topic, with readings selected 
to be accessible to undergraduates. Although each topic reflects the 
concerns of a particular discipline, all modules introduce students to 
principles and strategies that will help them write throughout their 
academic careers.

I&E modules are offered by the Centre for English Language 
Communication (CELC). For further details, please visit http://www.
nus.edu.sg/celc/programmes/iep.php

The two Senior Seminars serve as an educational reflection of NUS’ 
focus on Global-Asia issues. The Senior Seminar module that has a focus 
on Singapore can be taken as a Singapore Studies module; the other 
Senior Seminar can be used to fulfil the General Education requirement. 
Senior Seminars at RC4 will serve to enhance systems thinking and 
its application to grand local/global challenges as well as to make a 
difference to the local communities. We expect some of the senior 
seminars to involve fieldwork and a significant research component. 
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/ Informal Learning
An all-round student development can only be achieved through a combination of both 
in-class and out-of-class activities. Hence, we offer a range of experiential, immersive 
and project-based out-of-class informal learning platforms that complement our 
formal curriculum. Some of our current informal learning initiatives are: Master’s Tea 
Sessions involving talks from distinguished speakers, field trips/industrial visits, and 
special intellectual interest groups in Cognitio cluster. Such initiatives will not only 
broaden the perspectives of students; but, also will help them to explore their “hidden 
talents” by stepping out of their comfort zones.
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/ Cognitio
Cognitio is a cluster of informal learning series that encompasses many special 
academic interest groups initiated by our own students and Fellows. This off-
curriculum cluster intends to help our students to expand their understanding 
of the world and to sharpen their “life skills”. The special academic groups in this 
cluster create environments and experiences that empower students to discover 
and construct knowledge, meaning and purpose for themselves. Cognitio cluster 
has created: a space for amateurs to design and fly drones; a stage to debate 
on systems and public policies; and a ground to have intellectual fun through 
systems games. This cluster also intends to help students to discover and sharpen 
their teaching skills through special boot-camps and workshops.
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/ Student Life
RC4’s close-knit community spirit is reflected in our daily 
interactions with each other in the college. We come from different 
disciplines and backgrounds, creating a diverse bunch that lives 
and learns together, building friendships that will last a lifetime. As 
a young college entering its second year, RC4 offers endless new 
opportunities for each resident to get involved, discover his or her 
passion and make a difference.

Every RC4 resident is automatically part of a house upon enrollment. The five houses - Aquila, 
Draco, Leo, Noctua and Ursa - are formed through the clustering of of units on various levels. 
Each house organises activities for its house members to have fun and bond with each other (eg. 
night cycling and Running Man). Events such as Inter House Games also allows houses to interact 
across houses, engaging in friendly competition.
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“As students of RC4, you will have 
abundant possibilities to shape 
life at the college by proposing, 
developing and participating 
in sports, cultural and societal 
engagement activities. You will also 
take part in college governance 
and develop leadership skills.”

Assoc Prof Lakshminarayanan Samavedham
Master, Residential College 4
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Themed dinners, both formal and 
informal , are an exciting perk of living 
in a residential college. Students, staff 
and distinguished guests come together 
to celebrate college achievements and 
take part in various festivities. It is also 
a great platform for our own students 
to showcase their talents with live 
performances to entertain the dinner 
guests.

There are also ad-hoc celebrations such 
as Mid-Autumn Festival and Halloween, 
where we gather to play games and 
socialize. Whether you’re an organizer or 
participant, you’re bound to have a great 
time!

Looking to add even more vibrancy to 
your college life? Join one of our many 
committees, Interest Groups, or start 
one on your own!

/ College Student’s Committee

/ House Committee

/ Cognitio: Master Tea Series,
   RC4SPACE

/ Arts: Music, Dance, Theatre

/ Community Engagement: CASA (Care
   Accept. Share.Affirm)

/ Sports: Badminton, Frisbee, Captain’s
   ball, Krav Maga, Climbing, Tennis,  
   Dodgeball, WilderNUS, Floorball

/ Lifestyle: Baking, Coffee Academy,
   Music Café, Photography
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/ Admissions
Admissions will be open in February each year. As part of the application procedure, 
you will be asked to author an essay and submit it.

Shortlisted candidates will meet a panel of students and faculty/staff
for a personal interview before final offers are made.
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RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE 4 
/ University Town 
/ 6 College Avenue East
/ Singapore 138614

facebook.com/NUSResidentialCollege4

@orcasnaps

rc4@nus.edu.sg

rc4.nus.edu.sg


